
INTRODUCTION TO REVELATION

GOD’S FINAL WORD

ἈΠΟΚΆΛΥΨΙΣ ἸΗΣΟῦ ΧΡΙΣΤΟῦ



WARS & RUMORS OF WARS
• 1978 -2020 Afghanistan 257,945 deaths

• 2020 Tigray War (Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan) 14,260

• 1988-2020 Nagorno-Karabakh conflict (Azerbaijan) 48,600

• 1991 Somali Civil War (Somalia Kenya) 500,000

• 1999 Ituri conflict (Democratic Republic of the Congo) 60,000

• 2002 Insurgency in the Maghreb ( Algeria, Burkina Faso, Chad, Libya, Mali, 

Niger, Tunisia) (2002–present) 20,000+ 

• 2003 Iraq conflict 1,215,000 ( Democratic Republic of the Congo)

• 2011 Syrian Civil War 593,000

• 2011 South Sudan 400,000





CATASTROPHIC NATURAL EVENTS

• The 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake (moment magnitude 9.1–9.3)[16] 

triggered a series of tsunamis on 26 December 2004, killing approximately 

227,898 people 

• On 11 March 2011, off the Pacific coast of Japan, a 9.0-magnitude 

earthquake produced a tsunami 33 feet (10 m) high along Japan's 

northeastern coast. The wave caused widespread devastation, with an 

official count of 18,550 people confirmed to be killed/missing.[



GENESIS COMPARISON TO 
REVELATION



HOW GENESIS COMPARES TO REVELATION

Earth Created Gen 1:1 Earth passes away Rev 21:1

Sun to govern the day Gen 1:16 No more sun Rev 21:23

Darkness called night Gen 1:5 No more night Rev 22:5

Seas created Gen 1:10 No more Sea Rev 21:1

River to bless the Earth Gen 2:10-14 A river for the New Earth Rev 22:1-2

Israel to govern Gen 37 Israel to govern Rev 16:6

Man created in God’s image Gen 16:8 Man led by Satan’s image Rev 13

Sin begins Gen 3:6 Sin ends Rev 21:27



HOW GENESIS COMPARES TO REVELATION

Man and earth cursed Gen 3 No more curse Rev 22:3

Death comes to Earth Gen 3:19 No More Death Rev 21:4

Man removed from Eden Gen 3:24 Man restored Rev 22

Tree of  life is guarded Gen 3:24 Tree of Life is available Rev 22:14

Man has sorrow & suffering Gen 3:17 No more sorrow & suffering Rev 22:4

God provides a covering Gen 3 God provides forgiveness Rev 1-22

Babylon founded Gen 10:8-10 Babylon falls Rev 17-18

A flood destroys the earth Gen 6-9 Satan’s flood to destroy elect Rev 12



HOW GENESIS COMPARES TO REVELATION
A rainbow promise Gen 9:13 A rainbow in heaven Rev 4:3; 10:1

Sodom & Egypt: Corruption Gen 9:13 Spiritual Sodom & Egypt Rev 11:18

Kings against God’s people Gen 14 Satan against Abram’s seed Rev 12

A bride for Isaac Gen 24 A bride for Christ Gen 21

Marriage of first Adam Gen 2:18-23 Marriage of last Adam Rev 19

Satan takes dominion Gen 3:24 Satan’s dominion ends Rev 22



IMPORTANT WORDS OF CAUTION

•Revelation 22:18-19 I testify to everyone who hears the 

words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 

book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book 

of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of 

life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.



BE A BEREAN

•Now these (in Berea) were more noble-minded than 

those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with 

great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see 

whether these things were so. Acts 17:11

•Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 

that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 

word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 



REVELATION BACKGROUND

• Author: the Apostle John

• Location written: John imprisoned Isle of Patmos (approx. 40 miles from 

Ephesus)





REVELATION BACKGROUND

• Author: the Apostle John

• Location written: John imprisoned Isle of Patmos (approx. 40 miles from 

Ephesus)

• When: exiled by the Roman Emperor Titus Flavius Domitianus in 95 AD..

• Intended audience: the Bondservants (slaves)

• Purpose: to announce and prepare for the return of Jesus

• The only Book that promises a blessing if…

• The book is distinctly Hebrew

• Where does the message come from? The Heavenly Tabernacle

• Revelation will be easier to understand if you have studied the Law and the 

Prophets.



A DISTINCTLY HEBREW BOOK

• Revelation contains 404 verses

• Over 800 allusions to the Old Testament

• Mentions Jesus as High Priest and final sacrifice

• The Tabernacle is described throughout

• It describes the mark



IT IS A BOOK OF PROPHECY

• Prophecy is an intercept from the mind of an all-knowing and all-

seeing and all-powerful God. (Joel Rosenberg)

Purposes of Bible prophecy:

• Forthtell – Declarative Truth

• Foretell – Declare future events

• Spiritual assessment – The most common



PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION

•Preterist

• Idealist/Allegorist

•Historicist

•Futurist

•And the one we’ll use



PRETERIST

• Preterism is a view in Christian eschatology which teaches that Revelation is 

confined to events which happened in the First Century AD.

• Babylon the Great (Rev 17-18) is the ancient city of Rome.

• All prophecy was fulfilled when Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD, including 

the resurrection (spiritual) and the return of Christ.

• Leans toward Replacement Theology, Theonomy, Covenant Theology, 

Christian Reconstructionism.

• Can lead to Anti-Semitism.



IDEALIST/ALLEGORIST

• This view uses the allegorical method to interpret the Book of Revelation 

introduced by church father Origen (AD 185-254) and made prominent by 

Augustine (AD 354-420). 

• Everything is spiritual. Revelation teaches us lessons about how to live our 

lives. Any Scripture can be interpreted in any way.



HISTORICIST
• Historicism is a method of interpretation in Christian eschatology which associates biblical 

prophecies with actual historical events and identifies symbolic beings with historical 
persons or societies.

• Revelation 1-3 as seven periods in church history. 

• Revelation 4-7 (Seals) symbolizes the fall of the Roman Empire. 

• Revelation 8-10 represent the invasions of the Roman Empire by the Vandals, Huns, 
Saracens, and Turks.

• Revelation11-13 in Revelation represent the true church in its struggle against Roman 
Catholicism. 

• Revelation 14-16 (Bowl judgments) represent God’s judgment on the Catholic Church, 
culminating in the future overthrow of Catholicism depicted in chapters 17-19.



FUTURIST

• Revelation chapters 4-22 will occur in the future. 

• Relies on the outline given in Revelation 1:19: Write the things 

which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things 

which shall be hereafter;

• Looks for Israel to be restored to the land.

• Rebuilding of the temple.



THE ONE WE WILL USE: BIBLICIST

•Scripture interprets Scripture

•Revelation will be interpreted primarily through 

the Old Testament

•Pretexts and Preconceptions will be set aside



CHAPTER OUTLINE OF REVELATION

• The book introduces itself and its intended audiences (Bondservants and Seven 

churches): Revelation 1:1-7

• Jesus is introduced as God, our High Priest, Alpha and Omega: Revelation 1:8-20

• The book is to be written and given to Seven Golden Candlesticks(churches): 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. 

Revelation 1:11-12

• The book provides its own outline: Therefore write the things which you have seen, 

and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things. 

Revelation 1:19



CHAPTER OUTLINE OF REVELATION

To the Churches: Seven types of churches, seven kinds of Christians: 

Revelation 2-3

1. Ephesus: Church that left its first love

2. Smyrna: Church of suffering and martyrs

3. Pergamum: Church of Stumbling blocks

4. Thyatira: Church of Jezebel

5. Sardis: Dead Church of Names

6. Philadelphia: Church of Faith

7. Laodicea: Church of the lukewarm



CHAPTER OUTLINE OF REVELATION
• Entering the Tabernacle: Revelation 4

• Jesus receives the title deed of the earth: Revelation 5

• The first six seals are broken: Revelation 6

• The 144,000: Revelation 7

• The seventh seal and four trumpet judgments: Revelation 8

• The fifth and sixth trumpet judgments: Revelation 9

• Seven thunders are sealed: Revelation 10

• The two witnesses, the Great City and the seventh trumpet: Revelation 11

• The scene from heaven, the woman, the child and the serpent: Revelation 12



CHAPTER OUTLINE OF REVELATION

• The Beast, False Prophet and the Mark of the Beast: Revelation 13

• The 144,000 follow the Lamb. The reaping begins. Revelation 14

• The seven bowls of the wrath of God begin: Revelation 15-16

• The Whore of Babylon: Revelation 17

• Babylon the Great. Revelation 18

• The Return of Jesus. Revelation 19

• Satan, the millennium and the judgment. Revelation 20

• A new heaven and a new earth and the new Jerusalem> Revelation 21

• The Water of Life and the Tree of life. Revelation 22



VIEWS ON THE MILLENNIUM

•Amillennialism

•Pre-millennialism

•Post-millennialism



VIEWS ON THE RAPTURE

•No rapture

•Pre-tribulation

•Mid-tribulation

•Post-tribulation

•Pan-tribulation



WHAT ABOUT ISRAEL?

• For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery--so that you will 

not be wise in your own estimation--that a partial hardening has happened to Israel 

until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; Rom 11:25

• and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliver will come from Zion, 

He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. Rom 11:26

• This is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.. Rom 11:27

• From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the 

standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; Rom 11:28

• for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Rom 11:29



REVELATION (ἈΠΟΚΆΛΥΨΙΣ ἸΗΣΟῦ ΧΡΙΣΤΟῦ): 
SHEKINAH GLORY

• The Revelation (shekinah) of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, 

the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His 

bond-servant John. Rev 1:1 NASB 

• Revealing (shekinah glory) of Jesus Christ

• God gave it to Him: preparation for the return of the bridegroom is near completion

• The purpose was to show His bond-servants what is coming

• His angel delivers it to His bond-servant John



WHAT IS A BOND-SERVANT?
• [Lev 25:39 KJV] 39 And if thy brother [that dwelleth] by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; 

thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant ( .(ebed`ֶעֶבד

• [Exo 21:1-6 NASB] 1 "Now these are the ordinances which you are to set before them: 2 "If you buy a 

Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years; but on the seventh he shall go out as a free man without 

payment. 3 "If he comes alone, he shall go out alone; if he is the husband of a wife, then his wife shall go 

out with him. 4 "If his master gives him a wife, and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her 

children shall belong to her master, and he shall go out alone. 5 "But if the slave plainly says, 'I love my 

master, my wife and my children; I will not go out as a free man,' 6 then his master shall bring him to 

God, then he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; 

and he shall serve him permanently.

• [Rev 7:3-4 NASB] 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the 

bond-servants of our God on their foreheads." 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one 

hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:



WHAT IS JESUS GOING TO SHOW THEM?

• the things which must soon take place (ἐν τάχει en tachei)

How is Jesus going to show them?

• With signs



REVELATION 1:2

• who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, [even] to all that he 

saw.

• What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 

we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life 

was revealed, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 

with the Father and was revealed to us—what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you 

also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 

Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 1John 1:1-4



THE ONLY BOOK WITH A PROMISED BLESSING

• [Rev 1:3 NASB] Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 

prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

• [Rev 22:7 NASB] "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds 

the words of the prophecy of this book."


